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A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS

This photograph comeas from Judy Kilpatrick of Lake. it shows her grandson, Spe. Christopher
Kilpatrick, left, of the Mississippi Army National Guard's 367 th Maintenance Company and her
rnephaw, Spo. Dustin Doolittle, of the 204th Air Defanse Artillery. Hera's what Judy wrote sbout
the phaoto: “This picture was mads only minutes aftar the 367 th returmed to Philedalphia the
day before Thanksgivimg aftar & year in Irsg. Chis had just stepped off the bus whan his
cousin, Dwsting grabbed him. The looks on their faces tall it all — homs safa! Dustin spant &
yaar in Washimgton, D.G.; he is now at the maokilization center at Camp Shelkby. Chris and his
wifa, Micole, had only basn married two wesks before he left. He's resdjusting to his job as
assistant manager at Hardss's in Meawton and plans to go inte the ministry. He preached his
first sarmon in Irag. Wa ars proud of both of cur sokdisrs.”

SUPPORTS
YOU -

COLLAGE BY WiLL FRADER

WHAT YOU DON'T SEE ON TV
Will Frazier is a saphomore at Meridian High School, His parents are Tom and Susan Frazier
arvd he hag a sister, Ashles, The family attends Fifteantt Avenue Baptist Church, Will enjays
playing sports at MHES, espacially basaball and foothall, Here's what he wrate abaut his
artwark: “My project iz a collage of pietures and military events that are happening mastly i
Irag, | feel these pictunes are a goed representation of many af the good things our soldiers
are daing in Irag that we never ses on lelevision, | shaped the piciures in the shape of the
Pentagen and even added the apen area of the Pentagan known as ‘Ground Zere.” | feel like
this s a great depiction of haw we shoukd view the men and warmen serving aur country,
fighting terrarism and protecting our Treedom abrosd "

‘I promise to spend the rest
of my life devoted to you’

Melirda RBarkzdale af
Stonewall sabweittod theis
“Brageiug Rights” story about
Reer hacsbawd, Staff Spt. Taved
Barksdale af the Missisipd
Army Narioneal Guard's T500h
Conthat Engincer Battalion.
Jared 15 deploved fn frag,
Tegedmge belidmd o anfe expecting
e cleild and Bz cioilian job af
Bill Exliridge Liveoln-Mercury
Favazu.

By Melinda Barksdale
special o The Star

My husband, Jared Barks-
dale, always sees the best in
evervihing and everyone, He
has been in the Army Mational
Giaard for almaost 18 vears.

Her joined when he was only
1T years old. He could not
decide what o do with his life
antd necded seme direction, so
b jodmed thie Army when hie was
in the 11th grade, He went on to
college,

Before being deploved, Jared
wis working at Bill Ethridge and
wis involved in the Big Brother
program,

My husband amd [ are
expecting our third child in April
anetd woer e haping: that he will be
hame for the special event. Buf,
he has nel complained oneoe
about having to go do semething
as profound as serving  his
couniry.

Ihis is mot the frst fime Jared
has been overseas. He served
in Desert Storm from 1990-19491,
and iz now stationed in lrac).

I know that it has to be scary
for bim o leave his Tamily, bt
not once has he et on that it
bothers him. | know that he is
just trying to be sirong for his
family. He always tells me that
everything is O, that it will all
work out for the best, that
everything  happens  for a
reason, and now was his fime
to take his turn on the battle-
field. | admire him for having
such courage and strength in
such a situation,

1 still get alittle apprehensive
about the whole thing, 1t is hard
to go from being just Mom to
being Mom, Dad and everything
in between, | can only imagine
how hard it is for single parents
to manage day-to-day activities
by themselves, | have a new-
found respect for anyone who
has to do all of this alone

I am lucky because | have my
mother-in-law and father-in-law,
wh help me out a kot If it were
oo for them, it wouald be even
harder for me o handle

Az for the saying, “You den’t

See Alexandria
Riess” artwork,
entitled ...

“Message
of Hope”

in the
Community
section.

GUBMITTEDR PHOTO

OVERSEAS AGAIN
Malinds Barkscala says it's hard to bs Mom, Dad and evarything
in betwean whils har husband. Jarad, is deployed in Irsq. "l cam
only imaging how hard it is for single parants to manage
day-to-day activities by themsehes."” she said. | have a
mewfound respect for anyons who has to do all of this alone.”

A MESSAGE FROM MOM

Jared Barksdale's mothar, Dixie Harper, alse wanted to
brag on her somn: “My son i the most loyal persan | know,
Hia iz the most faithlul busband, tather, son, brathar, unshs
and friand amyone could aver hope 1o have. It was hard 1o lel
mirn pain the Armry Mational Guard at 17, but he wanted i1
badly, He has taken price in his Ay canaer, His
experences in Desert Starm gave him a new parspective on
lite, Jared's children, Emory, Julle and J..J., miss him terribly.
We know he will ratur to us and tha sommunity, We will all
e beilar peophe because of Jared's examgple."

Enow what you've gof until it's
gone,” ik s very frue,

I never realized that & small
task, such as giving the kids a
bath, or just spending time with
them really makters, but it does.
| miss the simple things that are
often taken for granted, such as
being able to call my husband at
any fime, Eeing (o unch, or even
gitting on our couch talking,

Whenever | got down, he
wis always there to make me
feel better. He never com-

plained about what was being
served for dinner or if the kids
l=ft tows in the middle of the
flosr. He is one terrific father
anid an even better husband and
[ will miss him.

However, Jared will never be
toe far away because he is
always in my heart and in my
prayers. Jared, il you get fo
read this, | promise to spend
the rest of my life devoted 1o
o amd only you, You are truly
 godsend.



